o
b=y

DAY |

S i T

e e B YRR T AT P e -
- e Ml ¢ A L e 3

THE NATIONAL TRIBUNE: WASHINGTON, D. C., THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 14; 1907.

Stories Eminently Worth Telling of Experiences and Adventures
in the Great National Struggle.

THE PORT REPUBLIC BRIDGE.

Zeminiscences and Recolleotions of a
Seont in Shicldw's Division—Why the
Bridge Wan Not Burned.

Editor National Tribune: With your
fndulgence I will endeavor to give vour
many readers a few recollections con-
cerning Shields’s Division, and especial-
ly Sprig Carroll’s fighting brigade, at
Port Republic. To recoun: the inci-
dent= a1t Port Republic Bridze will ex-
plain why the bridge was not burned,
10 whom the failure shoul? be charged,
and whose unparalleled nerve suved the
bridge to Juckson and his men and de-
feated a well-pianned scheme for the
eapture or annihilaiion of Stonewall
Jackson and his army. Sprigg Carroill,
Paddy Shields; Fremont and MceDowell
were euch wrongly censured for the
fallure to burn the bridge, for to none
of these should blame attach, as the fol-

good Lord only knows to how many
poor souls that Barefoot Camp proved
a city of refuge, as it was extremely un-
heaithy in the neighborhood of Port
Republic for the next two days, my reg-
ment losing 45 per cent of the number
of men taken Into action. That entire
night was put in by the troops blindly
plodding thro the mud and riin, and a
little after sunrise next morning, June
8. 1862, we got a glimpse-of the town
and bridge thru the trees.

We held a hurried council, and agreed
to ride in -a walk, two and two, until
discovered and fired upon, when we
should make a dash for the bridge and

Jowing will show.

The act of saving the bridge and oth-
er similar exhibitions of skill, vmtmgel
and coalness. in the writer's nniuin:'.l
demaonsirate that Stonewall Jackson was,
without n superior among the Generals!
of the war of the rebellion as a military |
Eenius and strategist, |

Many articles concerning the troops
and Incidents at PPo Republic have
appeared in The Natlonal Tribune, some

bordering on the fac nd others far
from them., 1 Ceslee v in the bhe-
Einning that there was no cavalry at
the bridge or in the town of Port Re-

1
public tnat day except those who \-..arr.‘!
the groy. i

Good  av f the second day's
fight, June have apg in
your splemdid paper from

members of Tyler's Olifo %
th, 25th and 66ith Ohio. but they knew
nothing and made no pretenge of Know-
Ing anvthing of the affair at the bridge
or the fearful fight of June 8, sustained |
by Sprigg carroll’s littls brigade alone. |

All of the boys of Shields’s Divigion |
will recall Shiclds's scoul= conspicuons |
among them being Pesrson and Falk- |
ner, af the Tth Ind., whoe always wore
the gray. A number of |
were clad in rebel uniforn |
er himself had a sul uy, but did|
not wear it oa all a¢ce kuowing
Tull well the consequences If captured.

% ig's Division put in the Winter,

Scimts |

e

he wrie- |

in opening v the 1t & O, 12
R. from Grafton to Harper's Ferry, and
kecning Jackson's and A | men
from disturbing our communications, |

met on open ground and de-feated Jack-
#an, who pever showed his back to an
enemy before or afterward.

It 1= not the Intention of the writer to
follow in detall the scouting, marching,
skirmishing and fighting on the B. & O,
R. R. or in the Shenandoah and Luray
Valieys, but with the scouts It was live-
ly from start to finish, and I never fail
to remember the good things that came
to us after we struck the Shenandoah
Vailey, being the first soldiers to enter
that garden spot of the South, which
Hterally flowed with millk and honer,
not to mention the fat porkers, furkeys,
barnyard pheasants and never-tu-be-
forgotten cornbread, ete.

and on March 23, 1562, at '\‘.':m-h-_-r.lr]

Inspecied by Lincoln,

Some time In May, 1862, the division
was ordered to proceed to Fredericks-
burg, on the Rappabannock River. Wea
marched ostensibly to join MeDowell,
who was supposed to advances his armyv
on Rilchmond as a s=support and right|

tand Lostutter bringing up the reuar, and |

lost to our view. When the man of iron
nerve had reached one-third of the way
across the bridge one of the scouts
cocked his gun, stepped to the front,
and addressed Lieut, Lostutter in the
following language, **“That man I8 a reb-
el, and I am going to kill him,"” where-
upon Lostutter made use of very em-
phatic language In defense of McDow-
ell’s Chief of Staff, and told the would-
be shootist that he was a fool
and could consider himself under ar-
rest, which quieted things at our end
of the bridge for the time being. After
this I took up a position to overlook
the svagon train, as it was closely parked
on the other side of the river, and 1
had not long to wait untll 1 saw the
chestnut sorrel horse and his cool rider
making his way toward the top of the
hill by zigzagging his way among the
wagons,

1 at once called Lieut. Lostutler, and
told him in as sarcastic a manner as 1
knew how that McDowell's Chiaf of
Staff was getting Into bad company,
whereupon he turned as white as a
sheet, and asked me if 1 could kiil him.
He was now nearly half a2 mile away
and urging his horse to his best speed,
and, of course, 1 knew 1 could not hit
him, and told him I bad no ammunl-
tion to waste on one of our own men,
Lostutter next ordered us to get a fire
started aguin In the bridge at once, and
while wvainly attempting the difficult
task of starting a fire in & wet bridge,
without kindling of any kind, as the
turpentine balls had all been used to
make sure of the first fire and the plek-
et fence all thrown in the river. Our
tusk was a hopeless one, and in jess Limea

“PUT OUT THE FIRE AND HOLD THE ERIDGE AT ALL HAZARDS," SAID
THE MYSTERIOUS HORSEMAN.

fire it. Col. Carroll was so anxious that
the scouts should not fail to burn the
bridge that he sent a trusted officer of
his staff, Lieut. David Lostutter, to over-
take us and see that the plan was exe-
cuted, as he did ndHt want any mistake
in a matter that was of such vital im-|
portance not only to his little brigade.
but to the Union cause generally., Port
Republic and Waynesboro Bridges were
Jackson's onily chances for escape from
certain destruction; hence the necessily
of quivk and decigive actlon. Lostutter)
came up just as we started to walk our
horses, and I told him what we had
agreed upon,

Pearson had the rubber haversack
containing our turpentine balls, and he

and Falkner were the first file, myﬁ_f-lf‘l

one of the middle filles may have been|

than it takes me to tell it the sorrel
horse and his rider stood beside the ar-
tillery spoken of above, while those
canvas coverings came off as if by mag-
e, und displayed quite . number of
pieces of artillery, rully muanned znd
cquipped for mischief, for which we
had not long to walt.

Artillery Fire,

From the elevated positlon of Jack-
son's artillery he was enabled to give
u# copious showers of Iron hall, and if
yYon read Comrade Cunningham's ac-
count of this affair you will remember
that e spoke of a number of cavalry
charges being made in town across the
bridge and even up over the hills on
the opposite slde of the river. Now,
don’t think me boasting when I tell you

wing of the Army of the Potomac, com- | Paul Gue and Joec Welch, all of the Tth|that 1 led the only charge that was

manded by McClellen, After drawing|
clothing, of which we stood In great
need, we were veviewed by Presideni|
Lincoin. Altho the division was com-|

poscd largely of Western troops, it was|/n the lead, had almast reached the coveled wagon trains.

the firet time many of us had scen th-r!
Chief Executlve of the Nution. His|

Ind., and the other file, if there was|
one, I do not recall i

We dfd not have long to walk our
horses. Falkner and Pearson, 100 yvards

bridge before the trick was disvu\'--n-lli
by & few Johnnles on the opposite side|

made In the town or near the bridge
that day; not that I had any desire to
capiure Stonewrll Jackson's artillery or
éven to successfully bring off his mach-
No, Indeed! 1
vaulted lnto my saddle, and took what
T then due south course

thought a

gaunt and awkward fizure astride g fiery | 0F the river at an old Jog or stone bulld- | straight back from the bridge, anxious

thorobred, his fect well drawn up and|

shoved thru the stirrups to the instep: tutter's flashy

ing close down to the river bank. Los-!
uniform and shoulder|

the bottom of his trousers’ legs wrin- 5traps must have given us away, for he|

kled and pushed four inches above his 2Pd 1 recelved the principal portion of

home-made boot-tops, his solemn, seri-:
ous, kind face, looking from under a
silk hat, which he doffed to every stand|
of regimentzl colors as they were
dipped in salute as he passed, g1l these
made a plcture that will never be eof-
faced from human memaory.

The review being over, we counter-
marched for the Shenandoah Valley
with wild rumors that Jackson was
holding high carnival near Winchester,
where he found Banks and his men diffi-
cult to overtake., About June 1, while
walting on swollen streams, due to the
almost constaut downpour of rain, at a
point between Plains Mills and Con-]
rad’'s Bitore, 1 Fuggestod to Berg't ('hi.-s-i
man, of my company, that we go on a
little scout. He objecied to walking, so
I gave him my horse, and while going
thru a plece of woods skirting o moun-
tlain side he stopped at the foot of a
little riee to get water from a spring for|
himselfl and horse. Walking to the top
of the lttle hill and away |
woods, some distance down a path, 1)
saw a lone horseman coming toward me.
Waiting behind a tres until the rider|
was within 10 feet, I stepped out and
told him he was my prisoner. After
looking into the muzzle of my Enfield
he =aid, “Well, pard, you have the best
of the argumentL.” [ then called up the
Sergeant, who disarmed the Johnny,
who proved to be a commissloned officer
of artillery, I think. He told me of a
fine horse one mile back thru the woods
I left the prisoner In the Sergeant's
hands and rode back along the little
path about a mile, and on hearing the
nelghing of horses farther to my left 1
tied up my horse In a thicket, and pro-
ceeded on foot until I came in sight of
what 1 took to be about 40 guerrillas
feeding their horses. I then returned,
and we started for camp, some 12 miles
distant, which we reachad hefore dark,
and torned prizoner, horse and accou-
terments over to Col. Carroll, who in
turn gave me the horse, saber and re-
volver, and paroled the officer, who
lived about one mile only from camp.
He was to report to Carruvll every morn-
ing and evening. 1 gave Serg't Chisman
the old revolver and 32 for his share of
the booty, and kept the ofMcer's horse
and saber, and have vyt the saber as
one of my choice relics of war, All this
time the rain fell incessantly, and an
fnspection of the brigade by companies
disclosed the fact that at Jeast one-
third of the troops were barefooted or
sick and in no condition to march even
in good weather,

Te Buarn the Bridge.

Proparation was made to march ot
once, and on the evening of the 7th of
June Pearson and Falkner were called
to Sprigg Carroll's tent and givén balla
of candlewick saturated with turpentine,
and told that they should get possession
of the Port Republic Bridge and burn
it early next morning, and that he would
follow as soon as it was dark, and the
bridge must be destroyed before he got
there. As the shades of night fell upon
that devoted little band it found two-
thirds of Carroll’s Brigade on the move
for Port Republic. The =couts, six or
eight In number, were in the lead, and

the wvolley. All hands spurred their
horses to a gallop, and werg soon at the
bridge. There were no troops in sight,
but the long. sloping hills on the oppo-
gite sifle of the river were covered by |
Stonewiil’s immense wagon train, with!
about 16 to 18 pieces of ariillery ranged |
along the top of the hill, and coverod!

with tarpaulings or wagon covers that
gave them the appearance of army
Waguns.

Starilegz the Fire.

We quickly dismounted and had plen-
ty of inflammable waterlal, yer it re-|
quired some light, solid muoterinl s
kindling. A plcket fence clase by fur-
nished amplé sapply, which was quickly
and lavishly applied. The blaze soon
roge eight or 10 feet high, licking the!
wet gides of the bridge, when there ap-
peared a horseman, mounted on a line|
chestnut sorrel horse, coming out of,
Port Republie, He wore a Burnoide|

thru the | hat, cord and tassel, afficers’ black raln-| tor down the bridee,

cout or ulster, boots of the latest mili-
tary pattern, Morocco tops extending

raincoat, hid his entire uniform.
After saluting Lieut. Lostulter, hf-]

asked in o tone of authority, "Ry whose
orders are you burning this bridge?” | hottom,
| Lostutter replled,

“By order of Gen.
Shields.” “Yes,” sald the mysierious
horseman, 1 know that Shields had)
orders to burn it, but thalt order has
been countermanded by Gen. McDowell,
who i In command of this entire ex-
pedition. 1 am bis Chiel of Staff sand
have ridden ail night to save this bridge,
s0 put out the fire at once, and hold the
bridge at all hazards."

Logtutter refterated this command to
the scouls, and we very reloctuntly
obeyed, pulled the fire to pleces and
threw the last firebrand Into the river,
All the while our late friend vwaos regal-
ing Lostutter with just such information
a8 he was most anxlous to hear. He
told among other things where McDow-
ell, Fremont, Banks, Shilelds and sev-
eral other Imaginary forces were, and
how many men each had, and all cen-
tering on Jackson at this polnt, but in
case the bridge was burned all was lost,
and Jackson would crush Fremont and
other parties on that side of the river.
He also told how many men Jackson
had, and they were foolsore and weary
and tired of war, and all that would be
necessary was to send a flag of truce
after we had them surrounded, and it
was conceded that they would gladly
lay down thelr arnms.

Disappearance of the Stiranger.

"hen the Inct spark of fire had been
extingulshed the gallant rider of the
chestnut steed asked If anybody had
been on the other side of the river, and
on recelving a negallve answer, sald,
“I belleve 1 will go to the other end of
the bridge and observe what I can see,”
and asked If anyone would go with him.
Of course, no one went, and our lone
horseman, riding in a slow walk te the
north end- of the bridge, looking first
up the river, then down, then up the
hill at the wagon train, shading his eyes
with his hand, and after taking In the
sltuation for 20 eeconds, walked his

of those terrible
guns, which were belag served with
such rifle-like nccuracy, and this was
the first time I had called on my new
“Secesh” horse to get me out of dan-
ger. This was so well done that after
& straight dash of one mile I was a good
100 yoardg aherd of the column at a
polnt where 1 conld make my horse
jump the gulley on the left side of the
risud, It wus then necessary (o tear
down o stake and ridered feuce, which
1 could nut jtniuce my hor=2e to push
down,

About this time the head of Carroll's

to get out of range

column =0 here below the bridge
seemed 1o furnish a  better artillery
practice than anything else in sight.
ol Carroll saw  the Dbriige still
standing, and thinking hiz pet seouts
had been blown from the face of the

earth, a2 a hummingbird could not long
survive In the vicinhy of the bridge, he
very judiciously retired his column one
and three-quarters miles down the river,
and took up & positlen at or near an old
coal pit or elevated pilece of ground,
Here lie pleced two sections of battery
and commenced a vain artempt to bat-
which operation
proved a failure,

The scouts came in about 10 o'cloel,

above the knee, which, together with|and reported large quantities of Infan-

try, artlllery and cavalry crossing the
bridge to our side of the river, and their
line of battle was formed across the
our left resting at the coal pit
at the side of the hill or mountain, and
right resting on what I judged to be the
old bed of the river. Not more than
half a mile in length in front lay a field
of wheat almost ready to harvest, and
furthér on was a fleld of young corn
about 15 Inches high, all of which was
harvested that day and the next,

As moon an T reached my regiment
Capr. Patterson tald me he had been
clected Muajor of the regiment, and
wanted to buy my horse, which I sald
to him, tho I was loathe to part with
an animal that %ad developed =uch
wonderful speed, #nud took my place os
a file closer In my compuany. After
walting i1l past 12 o'clock for the ene-
my to put in an appearance, Col, Car-
roll ordered Col. Gavin, of the Tth Ind.,
to deploy his regiment in our front at
Intervals of four paces and find the
enemy. We advanced, crossing the level
fields of wheat and corn for somg 400
yvards to a rall fence standing on slight-
Iy higher ground. Col, Gavin had just
halted the line of skirmishers, and
while a comrade was tearing a place in
the fence, which was a mass of vine and
undergrowth, a rebl yell announced
the presence of the Johnnies, Gavin
from his elevated seat on his old gray
horse had a fair view of the fleld, as
he thought, and from the number of
fleld and staff officers on horscback In
plaln view (the undeérgrowth and briars
hiding the rebel Infantry making a
charge on us), he mistook It all for a
charge of cavalry. "o guard against
the same he double-quicled his deploy-
ed regiment into double column by di-
vigions, then formed hollow square to
guard against cavalry, colors and Aeld
officers {n center marched back as cool-
Iy as if on parade, and took our place
on extreme right of line of battle.

The rebel skirmishers reached the
fence tnat we had just left by the time
we were B0 yards away, and the entire
rebel line of battle was at the fence

the camp we left went ever after by
the umg of Barefoot Camp, and the

horse, say, 30 steps to the front, then
pulled him sharply to the left and was

pouring a fire Into us before we were
half-way across tha' wottom. This

march and the loneshorseman saving
the bridge weresdtwo of the coolest
things I saw durig m@ three and a half
years' service. ‘It was now after 1
o'clock, and ‘the Sght was on In earnest.
It consisted of charges and counter-
charges; the rebsl would swarm over
the fence Into the cernfleld: Carroll's
little handful of 'meni would hold their
fire and wait until the enemy was half
across the open space; then at the word
of command wamld wise, give them a
volley, and then with cold steel would
put the last Johmmy gver that fence and
under their artillery, ‘When in turn the
Johnnies wonid chamge and drive us
pell-mell back ter our original line, and
under the proteetion/of our own hat-
tery, which wonll ot lines thru their
runks and hold them«dn check until we
would have time to Ife down and load,
and at the word repent our tactles of
aguin putting them thru that wheat anJ
cornfields and over the fence.

Thus the unequal contest raged for
over flve hours; they more than one
time got possession of a section or tww
of our battery for a short time, and
with ammunition expended in the
shades of dusk we fell back in as good
order us the nature of the case would
permit.

We left a caisson or two and mayhe u
gun or two on the fleld which conld not
be gor away, Less than three miles
down the Valley we met Tyler's Ohio
Brigade and bivouacked there. In the
morning we returned, with Tyler In
commansd, only to repeat the performe-
ance of the previous duy's work. but on
a much larger scale, a8 we had twe
small brigades and Jackson had his en-
tire army sacross the bridge, which he
burned to provent the Pethfinder of the
West from annoying him if he had any
such notian.,

The fact of Fremont remaining at
Cross Keys, only six miles away, and
allowing us to be sinughiered, s con-
clusive evidence to my mind that he
had uil the tight taken out of him, altho
one of his batteries came to the hill on
the north side of the river and gave the
field a fearful shelling, after everybody
except onr severely wounded and a few
attendants weros the sole occupants of
the battlefield.

As Lthe second day's fight has been
well desoribed by different members of
Tyler's Buckeye Brigade in The Nation-
al Tribune 1 will add nothing further;
but, in the writer's opinion, had Dick
Taylor's command, instead of flanking
ug ps they did at the coal pit, been
brought off of the mountnin side and
formed in line one-fourth of a mile in
our rear, extending from mountain slde
te the river, thus entirely surrounding
us, our entivte command of two small
brigades could have been marched to
Iichmond as prisoners of war, as Dick
Taylor's force surely outnumbered ours,
and wa=2 not missed from Jackson's
vastly superior force In our front.

The ldea suggests itself thal Stonewall
did not want to be burdened with any
more prisoners than he already had, as
he was anxlous to reach Lee and pounce
on McClellan's flank and rear, which he
dld to a queen's taste a few days later
near the Chickahominy.

Tyler's and Carroll’s troops had fali-
en back but a few mliles when we met
anuther of Shields’s Brigades posted in
line of battle across thé road in the
woodd. T don't remember whose bri-
gade it was, but the part of the line I
struck was the 14th Ind., who furnished
me with cartridges snd =tanding room
In their front rank. 7 But the Johnnies
came not, and what:thappened to me 1
never knew', ag 1t was a blank in my
mind from that time on until I found
myself in Mount Plessant 1J. 8, A. Gen-
eral Hospital at Washington, D. .,
same 20 days later. My object for pen-
ning thesa rambling! remarks Is three-
fold: First, to show the historian, both
U'nion and rebel, “hat they have failed
to chronicle one of the most fiercely
contested little engagements, where a
handful of determimed men, less than
1,600, held at bay afor five hours as
many of Jackson's men as could line up
in our front; seeonds to show why the
bridge was not burmed, and, third, to
show who saved it oriwho the man of
iron nerve was, Some 20 vears after
the war I wrote a short and condenzsed
necount of the afair at the Port Re-
public Bridge, maliled the same to the
Postmaster at Port Republic, Va., and
ngked him If he knew anvone who could
give me any light on the subject, as 1
was very desirous of finding out who
the wnysterious horseman wuas. The
Postuiaster had my letter published In
the Hockingham TRegister, and I was
thartly after showared with letters from
different ones of Jackson's men, and
with rne accord they declared the man
to be none other than the late T, J.
Jackson who rode the chestnut sorrel
horge and saved the bridge. There was
one Jacob Kyger, & TUnion soldier,
among the correspondents from Port
Republic, who stated that there was a
report to the effect that Stonewnll
Jackson had alone outwitted a mob of
Yankees, and Induced them to put out
the fire already started In the bridge,
but that he never took any stock In the
report until he saw my letter in his
County paper. Space will not permit or
I could quate from many others, One, o
prisoner in our hands, while at Plains
M1, was so young that we let him go,
and he sald he saw Stonewall making
his way up thru the wagon park to the
artlllery, and saw us beat a hasty re-
treat when opened on by the artillery.
You may be anxious to know who 1
think the rider was. On that point my
mintl was made up the first time 1 saw
Stonewall’s picture; I was sure the rider
was none other than he who so coolly,
cleverly and courageously put in an
appearance and impersonated MeDow-
ell's Chilef of Staff. While he and a
portion of his staff were In Port Re-
public and virtually prisoners In our
hands, he turned the tables on us to the
extent of saving the bridge, and by so
doing s=aving his army and causing a
continuance of the war from one to two
vears, for with Jackson and his army
out of the way the North had men
enongh close at hand to have reinforced
MeClellan with enough men to insure
the fall of Richmond and the defeat of
Lea's army.

“Of all =ad words of tongue or pen,
The saddest are these, It might have
been'”
Lostutter was First Lisutenant In
Co,. C, Tth Ind., and when Capt. Walter-
man, of Co. C, was killed at Port Re-
public he took command of the com-
pany and was promoted to Captain. In
my opinion, Col. Bprigg Carroll never
knew the truth of the affair at the
bridge, and had he, Carroll, overtaken
the scouts himeelf or sent no one to the
men, who had never falled him, I think
it would have been different.
Loslutter was a good and brave sol-
dler and led a splendld company that
lost 1our Captalns, and Lostutter after-
ward resigned. I have an impression
that the phantom of the bridge and the
lone horseman bhaunted him to his dy-
ing day. Capt. Hall, who was the last
Captain of the company, went out as a
private In Co. C—H, . Wheeler, Co.
A, Tth Ind., Dillsboro, Ind.

The 11th Pa. Heserves

Fditor Natlonal Tribune: In MecEl-
roy's treatment of the battle of Mechan-
feasville, In his “Peninsular Campaign,”
he designates the 11th Pa. Reserves as
the 11th Pa., which Is nn error. The
11th Pa. was a “first three months”
regiment, whose Lieutenant-Colonel,
Dick Coulter, was commissioned by Gov,
Curtin to reorganize it on a three-years
basis, and thereafter, in common par-
lance, it was known as the “01d jith'
to disitinguish it from the 11th Reserves,
The numbers of the 15 regiments of
the Pennsylvania Reserve Corps were
from one to 15 inclusive in the Reserve
line, and from 30 to 44 Inclusive In the
State line, so that the 11th Heserves
wis the 40th Pa. It Is desired that in
his copy for book form the author will
observe this difference, and apply It to
all the regiments of that corpe, and
designate them a3 Pennsylvania Re-
servea~—G. L. Baldwin, Co. K, 7th Pa.

Reserves, Wilkes-Barre, Pa.

HOOKER ON McCLELLAN.

An Uspublished Letier From Gen. Joe
Hooker, Commenting on the Penlaosu-
lar Campaiga.

Camp James River, Va., July 7,
1862.—Hon, J. W. Nesmith: Dear Nes—
I have been anxious to write yon for a
long time, but the press of official du-
ties and their character have prevented
me from writing anyone. Since the lst
of June my life has been filled with
avents which have allke absorbed my
time and thoughts, Since that date up
te the 24 inst. scarcely a day has passed
that I have not exchanged shots with
the enemy, Oftentimes they were mere-
Iy affairs between the plckets, but some-
times 1 have had great battles to fight.
From some cause the llon's share of
the heavy work of this army has been
thrown on my divislon. You will know
how well it has been discharged when
I tell you that it Is the only division
in the Army of the Potomac that has
uniformly slept on the tield on which It
fought, and I have been engaged with
fearful odds against me.

As you well know, our lilne of opera-
tions has been transferred from York
to James River, always a dangerous
move to make in the face of a superior
force, and we have not accomplished
it without fearful sacrifices. We were
compelles 1o abandon our wounded and
slek and destroy vast amounts of pub-
lic property. Our lozses jn battle have
been no greater than we had reason
to  expect—perhaps from that cause,
the sick and stragglers. onr numhbers
are reduced no doubt 20,000 from what
they were when we started, Constitut-
ed as this army s, incompetent oficers
exercising the highest commands, the
trunsfer to James River wnas the only
alternative that remained to MeClellan,
It was repugnant to me, for I wonld
sooner die game than retrograde a step
except from compulsion. After the ene-
my had detached a large column to at-
tack MeCall and Porter, my plan would
have been to have dashed for the city.
Al that moment I held the advance of
the army, and was within five milea of
his Capital, but 1 was not consulted.
and It may be well 1 was not, Porter's
battie, of which the newspapers are
full, was a disaster, or, if not that, the
next thing to it. He lost 20 pleces of
artiliery and bhetween 2,000 and 4,000
prisoners, What will be done next God
only knows. We have a large army
here, well found in artillery and other
respects, and yet it {s held on the de-
fensive. It seems to want vitality and
energy. It was disciplined too near
Washington City to be successful with-
out great changes in Iis officers high in
rank—changes too great to expect. 1
mnst gay, I look for no great results
from this army, no matter how much
it may be reinforced. It is not numbers
that is to decide the fate of this rebel.
Honm. I eonly regret that T ever saw the
Army of the Potomae. Had I gone
to the South or West 1 might have dane
something worthy of beinz remembered
1 learn that MeClellan speaks kindly of
me now; If 8o, It has beenu extorted from
him. He attempted to ignore the bat-
tle of Willlamsburg, which had he
turned it to the proper aceount would
have enabled us to have been Iin Rich-
mond 10 days afterward. This {8 true,
We are now reaplng the fruit of hi=
delay ut Yorktown, and of his mistake
at Williamsburg.,. He invested York-
town when It had but 15,000 men there,
and at Willlamshurg he permitted the
Mower of their army to escape when
with a single division I held it four and
20 hours. Sloce we landed on the
Feninsula the enemy has had time to
create an army to place his Capital in
an a!most impregnable condition.

Hope you are well.

Truly yours,

Joseph Hooker.

THE 104TH PA. AT FAIK OARKS.

The Veteran Genernl Davis Commends
The Natlonal Tribune's Narrative.

Comrade J. W. Conard, of Washing-
ton, D. ., sent to the venerable Gen-
erms W. W. H. Davis, The Nationii
iribune, containing the account of the
fight at Fuir Oanks, and the part of the
104th Pa. therein. Gen. Davis, who is
now %6 yvears old, is still bright, active
and lively. He is President of the Bucks
County Historical Soclety. He sgerved
in the Mexican War on Gen. Cushing's
staff, and after being wounded nt Fair
Oaks received another wound at Poco-
tiligo, where a shell carried away the
fngers of his right hand. Gen., Davis
writes:

*1 am
Tribune containing Col.
teresting account of the
Oaks. It is much more complete than
I have seen elsewhere. Take it, all in
all, it Is, I think, the most correct ever
given to the public. The 104th Pa. did
it Tull share of the work, and I am
pleased that it received its full share
of eredit, 1 stopped two bualléeis on
their way, one a rifle, the other a muosk-
et ball. The first hit me in the Jeft
elbow joint and the other on my lert
breast, but as it was spent only Kknocked
me down, and 1 soon recovered. De-
spite the seriousness of the work, a lit-
tle fun broke out now and then, While
arranging my regiment for battle I had
oceasion to wuik twice behind the rear
rank from right to left. On one ocen-
sion, about the middle of the line, a
large fellow turned quickly to me and
sald, 'See here, Colonel, what these fel-
lows have done to me! Believing that
he wans badly hart, 1 Inquired what was
the muatter, to which he replied, ‘One of
them Johnnies has gone and shot a bul-
let thru my canteen, and all the water
Is running out.' 1 Immediately called
his attention to his duty, and looked
after mine. 'The Rescue of the Colors”
Hlustruted by Trego's great pleture, was
an Interesting episode of the battle of
Fair Oaks, and will long be remem-
beréd by those who had a hand in it
It now ornaments the library of the
Bucks County Historlcal Society. 1 am
very much obliged to you for sending
me the newspaper. It gave such a full
aceount of the Peninsular campalgn.”™

The 1I7th Ohlo.

The 17th Ohio was organlzed at Camp
Dennison In September, 1861, and the
veterans and recruits retained in ser-
vice until July 16, 1865. The first Col-
onel was John M. Connell, who resigned
in November, 1863, and was succeeded
by Col. Durbin Ward, who resigned
Nov. 8, 18%64. Lieut.-Col. Marshall F.
Moore was promoted to Colonel of the
69th Ohio, and Lieut.-Col. Benjamin H.
Showers wis In command when the
regiment was mustered out. Majl. Ben-
jamin . Butterfield was kilied at Ais-
sion Ridge and Capt. Ezra Ricketts at
Chickamauga. It belonged to Baird's
Division, Fourteenth Corps, Army of
the Cumberland, and lost 777 killed in
battle and 155 dled from disease —Jd-
ftor National Tribune.

Will Return Sword,

Mrs. M. C. Connett, Bedford, Jowa,
sends us a clipping stating that R, A.
Miller, a Confedernte veteran at West
Point, Miss,, has in hls possession 2
sword which he captured at Stone RRiver,
On the scabbard is the name Abernathy,
Licutenant of the 37th Ind. Mr. Miller
wants to find the owner or his relatives
in order to return the sword. Mrs
Connett’s husband was a Captain of
Co. E, and a history of the regiment
says that Isaac Abernathy was o Lieu-
tengnt in Co. I, and killed at Stone
River.
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PICKET SHOTS

From Alert Cumrades Along the Whole

Line.

On the Red River.

Frank S. Vernon, Ist ‘Del. Battery,
Linwood, Pa., comes to the defense of
Gens. Franklin and Emory agninst the
strictures of Gen, R. M. Moore. At Sa-
blne Crossroads the First and Second
Brigades of the Nineteenth Corps were
ordéred up to the front, and hal a
hard time getting thru, as the raads
were blockaded with wagons Iin a fear-
ful mixup. It was 1the Nineteenth Corps,
nowever, that checked the advance of
Kirby Smith. Gen. Franklin had two
horses shot under him and was wound-
*d himself. Capt. Nims's Battery was
captured; also Amold’s Regular Bat-
tery lost four pleces. Gen. Banks was
an the fleld riding around cheering the
Nineteenth Corps. The Sth L AM't'd
Inf. was present, and It was sald at that
time to have been the only reglment
that did not run away. There was a
council or. war heid in the evening,
when It was unanimously agreed that
Kirby Smith had possession of the only
clear ground, and the sole remedy was
to fall back to Pleasant Hill, where they
met Gen, A, J. Smith's force, Aprit o
was fought the battle of Pleasant Hill,
where Comraide Vernon's Baltery was
stationed at the top of the hill with two
pieces of the Regular battery st the
bottom. What caused the return was
‘hat our suppiy boats could not get up
the river. The army was on short ra-
tfons at Alexandria walting for the wa-
ter to be raised by Col. Balley's dam.
The rebels had the river blockaded be-
low Alexandria, and captured sz mail
hoat with a lot of greenbacks, as the
army was pald off at Alexandria. In
reply to another correspondent, Com-
rade Vernon says that the 2d N. Y.
Cav. was certainly In the Red River
compaign, Col. Crystler commanding,
On two different ocecasiong the Ist Del
Battery was detalled to go with ol,
Crystler,

Gen. Nelnon's Temper.

Dr. A. N. Eilis, Secretary of the Mays-
ville, Ky, Pension Board, servesd on
the staff of Maj-Gen, William Nelson.
Nelson was a splendld soldier, but had
e of the worst tempers imazinable.
One day an old man came 1o hendauar-
ters and asked for a pass, which Gem

Nelzon ordered Comrade Blis t. glve
him. “Where to?" msked Ellls. *“To
hades,” Nelson answered.  Klis was

aretty mad by this time himself, and
wrote the pass as directed. In an hour
or so he was summoned to headquar-
ters, where he found Gen, Nelson in a
terrible rage, with the pass in his hand.
Finally Gen, Jim Jackson, why was
oresent, interfered. and said, “General,
you have abused Capt. Elis long
snough. He ebeyved yvour orders literal-
I¥, and my opinifon is that your name is
zoad nt the door of the Infernal re-
gions=" Nelson burst into a horse laugh,
and said, "I guess that's =0, Jin:,”" and
the incident was closed,

What Reglment Was 17

A. H. Thomson, Coshocton, (., says
that in 1862 the Unjon troops had a
fight at Monicello, Ky., with the «nemy,
but owing to the rapid rise of the Cum-
berland were not able to follow up their
victory, and started to fall back to thelr
base of supplies at Somerset, Ky. There
was but one boat, a small flatbheat,
worked by a rope across the river. There
were 38 men of some New Jersey regi-
ment who got on the boat, which they
tipped over by all geing to one side to
vull on the rope, and all but one of the
squad was drowned. What regiment
was it?

A Veteran'’s Mother,

Comrade R. Van Dusen, Co. A, 1st
Mich. E. & M., Wellshoro, Pa., writes:
“My comrade, James Herbert, of the
Pa. Heserves, lives here, and his mother,
Mrs. 8. Smith, s my neighbor. She was
born Oect, 10, 1807. She is hale and
hearty, and Is seen on the streets al-
most every day. At present she Is quilt-
ing—on a qullt of which she sewed
svery patch.”

Stone River.

Comrade Frank Richmond, Co. F,
38th 111, writes from Fisher, I1l., that
he agrees with Comrade Otto F. Steen
that each regiment at Stone River earn-
ed recognition, and should have it by
ail. He knows that the 3§th 11l and
101st Ohlo, as well as the 2=t 1. and
15th Wis,, were In that battle, which
was begun on the afternoon of Tuesday,
Dee. 30, and his regiment was not off
duty until the battle closed—a period
of three davs. But 16 men were left in
his company to answer at roll call. All
his company officers were killed or
wounded except Corp'l T. B. Crum-

baugh. The Captain, Jas., P, Meade,
wWis among the Killed. Corp’l Crame
uiugh was elected Captain. The com-
pany was among the first to reach thae
top of the hill, and stopped a rebel from
=piking the guns of a four-gun battery,
wiiich the 38th then captured: one that
it was =ald the rebels had captured at
Bull Run, and had beeu known as the
Washington battery. Comrade Rich-
maonid hopes to hear from his old come=
rades,
Senttering.

Comrade J. C. Robb, bugler, Co.
Tth 1. Cav., is at the Kunsas State Sol-
diers” Home. Daniel Beachum, Co. A,
and J. K. Moray, Co. D, same regiment,
are there also. They hape to hear from
olid regimental comrades from anywhera
undd elsewhere,

CUomrade Eeverstock, Keene, N. H,
has a medal that he wouid take pleas.
ure in returning to the original owner
or delivering to a son or other relative.
It hears on one face. “A. M. Daggett,
Co. A, 14th Reg't. N. H. V., Hinsdale;”

on the reverse, “War of 1361. United
States."
Felix Brooks, Indenendence, Jowa,

would like to hear from the 1424 N. Y.
He finds much pleasure thru his stere-
opticon end plctures,

Louis Reisser, San Louls Obispo, Cal.,
wants to hear from old comrade=. He
served in Co. B, 25th U. S Inf.: enlisted
in New York City, May 7, 1866, and in
April, 1869, the regiment was consoli-
dated with the 19th Inf., from which he
was honorably discharged May 7, 1569,
at Little Rock, Ark.

Comrade Jos. B. Brown, Co. H, 1st
Ind. Art., Cayuga, Ind., would like to
hear from old comrades of his command
and from those he knew while at the
measles tent of the hospital at Newport
Landing. He “helped fire the first shot
that opened the slege of Port Hudzon.”
He says: “I am sure that St. Peter will.
lift his hat to the spirits of the men in
blue of '61 and '62."

Uomrade Geo. Kastler, 63d Pa, R. F.
D. 22, Saxonburg, Pa. would like to
hear from former comrades. He re-
ceived a flag from The Natlonal Trib-
une, and declares himself “very well
pleased with it; satisfled with it; cor-
diadly grateful to The National TribGne
for distributing our beautiful fiag by
mail, and very greatly pleased with the
paper now and at all times."

Comrade D. M. Rams=ey, Co, F, 101st
"a., 226 N. High St, Youngstown, O,
served three years and seven months,
and when mustered ont of sarvice was
Firast Lieutenant of the company. He
hopes that he will hear from some of
the boys.

Comrade Chas. Van Steinberg, Bur-
lington, Vt., inquires: “WHI you allow
space to Inquire for members of Co. D,
16th Veteran Reserves? 1 was with
the company at Elmira, N. Y., guarding
rebel prisoners.  Afterwards we wers
sent to Wilmore, Pa., arresting con-
scripis. I would like to hear from any
of the boys."

Comrade Oren C. Lapham, who
wishes a copy of our Issue containing
notice of death of Capt. Wheelock, neg-
lected to give his nost-office address,
and the stamp on his card of reques
cannot be read. '

Comrade Efdward M. Stevens, Moor-
head, Mont., writes: [ would lke to go
on record, not as the youngest, but as
one of the vounges!, T was born Sept.
14, 1544; enlisted Aung, 26, 1861, in the
Tth Conn. (Co. E); served till close of
war; mustered out Jndy 20, 18656, hav-
ing re-enlisted as a veteran

Comrade Eugene Whipfler, Ca. L.
25th N. Y. Cav., Brooklyn, N. Y., filed
his application under the McCumber act
Feb. 15; his certificate is dated March
2%; no attorney. The comrade thinks
there should be no discrimination
ngalnst second wives of soldlers In the
payment of pensions.

FREE BOOK ABOUT CANCER.

CANCERGL bas proved its merits in the treatment
of cancer. It 15 nnt In an ey perimentd Hec-
ords of nndispated curesof cancer In every

of the body are contuined in Dr. Leach's new
00-page book. [(his boolk nisn t=ils tha caase of can-
ver and Instructs In the cars of the pitient; tells what
tordo b case of Bleading, paly, oder, ete, A valuable
guide ju the treatment of any cas=. A of this
valuuble book free o those [vepsagul.  Ad

DR. L. T. LEACH,

P. 0. Box 153, Indianapolis, Ind.
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American Flags.
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are very much cheaper.
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The National Tribune Cffers Its Readers an Unusual
Opportunity to Secure a Handsome Flag.

We have a lot of flags of most unusual goodness for such moderate prices.
They are a cotton tunting with bright, oll-bolled dyes that wiil stand the weath-

look quite as weil as the flugs of real
them, except on close inspection, and
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